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§648.162

to 15 Atlantic bluefish based on a rec-
ommendation of the MAFMC and Com-
mission. NMFS will publish a notice of
any proposed adjustment, together
with the basis for such adjustment, in
the FEDERAL REGISTER. After consider-
ation of any public comments, NMFS
may adjust the possession limit by
publishing a notice of adjustment in
the FEDERAL REGISTER.

§648.162 Catch monitoring, commer-
cial controls, and gear restrictions.

(a) The Bluefish Committee will re-
view bluefish catch statistics, a projec-
tion of the commercial share for the
next fishing year, and the most recent
stock assessment prior to August 15th
of each year. The Bluefish Committee
will report to the MAFMC and the
Commission.

(b) The MAFMC and the Commission
will review the report of the Bluefish
Committee. If the report indicates that
the commercial catch for the next fish-
ing year will equal or exceed 20 percent
of the total catch (recreational catch
plus commercial landings) of Atlantic
bluefish, the MAFMC and Commission
will propose the commercial controls
to be implemented at the start of the
upcoming year. If the report indicates
that the commercial catch will be
greater than 17 percent but less than 20
percent of the total catch of Atlantic
bluefish, or that the commercial share
for the last full year is 50 percent
greater than the previous year’s com-
mercial share, the MAFMC and Com-
mission will determine whether com-
mercial controls are necessary. In
making such a determination the
MAFMC and Commission will consider:

(1) The most recent catch data.

(2) Trends in the fishery.

(3) Any other relevant factors.

(c) If the catch in the commercial
fishery is projected to equal or exceed
the 20 percent limit during the upcom-
ing year, then a state allocation sys-
tem will be implemented. This will en-
tail the use of landings data from the
most recent 10-year period for each
state, to determine the average per-
centage of each state’s coastwide com-
mercial landings. These percentages
will be used to determine the amount
of the coastwide quota allocated to
each state. Quotas will apply to land-
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ings in each state, regardless of where
the bluefish were caught.

(d) If whole Atlantic bluefish are
processed into fillets at sea, then fillet
weight will be converted to whole
weight at the state of landing by mul-
tiplying fillet weight by 2.5. If whole
Atlantic bluefish are headed and gutted
at sea, then the conversion is accom-
plished by multiplying headed/gutted
weight by 1.5.

(e) If the MAFMC concludes that the
increase in the commercial catch is at-
tributable to the use of purse seines,
pair trawls, or encircling (runaround)
gillnets, then it will propose restric-
tions applicable to that gear type. In
determining what restrictions are nec-
essary to control the catch of Atlantic
bluefish by commercial fishermen
using these gear types, the MAFMC
may consider:

(1) Trip limits;

(2) Area closures;

(3) Banning the use of these gear
types; or

(4) Any other measures it deems ap-
propriate.

(f) The Regional Administrator will
review any gear restrictions proposed
by the MAFMC. If the Regional Admin-
istrator concurs that the proposed gear
restrictions are consistent with the
goals and objectives of the FMP, the
national standards, and other applica-
ble law, the Regional Administrator
will recommend that NMFS publish a
notice of the proposed restrictions in
the FEDERAL REGISTER with a 30-day
public comment period. After publica-
tion of such notice and after consider-
ation of any public comments, NMFS
may impose such restrictions by pub-
lishing a notice of gear restrictions in
the FEDERAL REGISTER.

(g) NMFS may rescind any gear re-
striction if it finds, based on the advice
of the MAFMC through the process set
forth in paragraphs (a) and (b) of this
section, that the restriction is no
longer necessary.

§648.163 Closure of the fishery.

The Regional Administrator shall
close the commercial fishery for Atlan-
tic bluefish in the EEZ if the commer-
cial fisheries for Atlantic bluefish have
been closed in all Atlantic coastal
states.
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